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Book: Armand M. Nicholi, The Question of God: C. S.
Lewis and Sigmund Freud Debate God, Love, Sex,
and the Meaning of Life (New York: Free Press,
2002).

DVD: Catherine Tatge, prod. The Question of God:
Sigmund Freud and C. S. Lewis, with Armand
Nicholi. Videodisc, 225 minutes (Hollywood: PBS
Home Video, 2005).

Having taught a class on the theme of this book in
Harvard University’s Psychology Department for more
than three decades, Prof. Armand Nicholi (1928 - ) finally
produced this stimulating book for a larger public. Its
content was so relevant to many post-secular debates in
the USA that a DVD was produced three years later,
allowing the nearly 8o year old professor to offer more
than three hours worth of lectures to focus on the
“question of God” from the perspective of the writings and
experiences of Sigmund Freud and C. S. Lewis. Most
students will know of Sigmund Freud (1856-1939), the
atheistic psychologist and ethnic Jew from Vienna who
created psychoanalysis; fewer will know about C. S. Lewis
(1898-1963), a British professor of medieval European and
comparative literature, who became known as a notable
author and Christian advocate while teaching in
universities at Oxford and Cambridge.

What Nicholi provides is a thorough going
dialogue created through references to both men’s
published works and life experiences. Endnotes at the
back of the book provide access to sources for quotations
and related discussions, so that the text reads like a
narrated dialogue between two persons whose lives and
worldviews represent two major alternative lifestyles in

Dr. Arseans M. Nienorr. Jg.

the contemporary world. Freud represents an atheistic
view of reality garnished with his famous account of
human sub-consciousness and its discontents; Lewis
offers a modernized Augustinian- inspired Christian vision
of reality and its hopes for human flourishing. Within the
book the presentation seeks always to offer a balanced
account of both men’s writings and life experiences in
relation to the particular focus or topic which is being
discussed. What is also made clear near the beginning of
the book is that Lewis was initially an atheistic follower of
Freud and supported his modern vision of humankind,
especially after serving as a British soldier on the frontlines
of World War I in continental Europe. Only after he took
up a teaching post in Oxford in literary criticism did Lewis
experience a transformation of life which lead him
ultimately through a Christian conversion and radical
reevaluation of his previously held value system and
worldview. In this sense, it is manifest that Nicholi's
choice to bring these two monumental intellectual figures
together in thematic dialogue is not casual or merely by
chance; he considers their alternatives to represent two
major poles within the plurality of worldviews in the 21
century, and so presents them as living options for
thoughtful persons to consider.

Though throughout the book Nicholi generally
refrains from making any direct assessment of these two
men’s perspectives on any particular topic, the contrast
between their ideas is often very obvious. Details related
to their means of living out their commitments within
their professional and personal lives which reveals a
practical dimension rarely considered by other writers add
to the interest and color of the whole volume.

For teaching liberal studies and ethical
questions in Hong Kong and China, this book can serve
as an excellent resource for readings and discussions.
Since Freud's account of human consciousness and
atheistic worldview has been particularly influential in
educational contexts within mainland China, this volume
carries some special significance for prompting reflections
on the nature of human beings and the impact of Freudian
secularism in personal and public forms of life. It provides
a forum for raising profound questions that can lead
teachers and students to new insights into why modern
forms of secular life may be simultaneously personally
liberating and morally destructive, and reveals how a
traditional religious worldview can serve as a seriously
practical and ethically constructive foundation for creative
insights into modern dilemmas and an authentic search
for wisdom, human flourishing, and life-giving love.



IS MALSE ) 57~ 1

A Trlp to Rome byor.Ellen Zhang

Assistant Professor, Department of Religion and Philosophy

In past October, | went to Rome with two of my colleagues to
attend the UNESCO Chair of Bioethics and Human Rights
Workshop on Human Vulnerability. It was pleasant to see again
Fr. Joseph Tham, professor in the School of Bioethics, Regina
Apostolorum Pontifical University in Rome, whom | met a
couple of years ago at an international conference on Chinese
bioethics in Xi'an.

Rome always has a
special appeal to me,
especially for someone
who has a predilection
for Italian operas, villas,
and food. This was the
second time | visited
Rome. It was quite an
experience to  stroll

around the city
characterized by an
incalculable immensity
of its archaeological

Fr. Tham, Prof. Lo, Dr. Chan, and I'in
front of the Basilicas
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and art treasures, as
well as the charm of

its unique traditions.
Who could ever
forget the
Colosseum, the
Roman Forum, the
Trevi Fountain, the
Piazza di Spagna, the
Basilicas, Rome squares,
and sidewalk cafes?
Rome indeed is a romantic city filled with a chic style. No
wonder it is right in this city a handsome news reporter played
by Gregory Peck falls for the charming princess played by
Audrey Hepburn in the well-known Hollywood movie Roman
Holiday.

Romans protest against government’s
budget cut

What makes the trip unique this time was that we had an
opportunity to meet the Pope Benedict XVI in St. Peter’s Square.
I have to say that it was quite an impressive scene. Someone like
me who is not a Catholic could not help being deeply moved by
the religious spirit on the site.
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